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Homoeo   Perche, in France, labour under the impression that a pro-
pathic      longed  fit of vomiting is brought about by the patient's
stomach becoming unhooked, as they call it, and so falling
down.    Accordingly, a practitioner is called in to restore
the organ to its proper place.    After hearing the symptoms
he at once throws himself into the most horrible contortions,
for the purpose of unhooking his own stomach.    Having
succeeded in the effort, he next hooks it up again in another
series of contortions and grimaces, while the patient experi-
ences a corresponding relief.     Fee five francs.1     In   like
manner a Dyak medicine-man, who has been fetched in
a case of illness, will lie down and pretend to be dead.    He
is accordingly treated like a corpse, is bound up in mats,
taken out of the house, and deposited on the ground.    After
about an hour the other medicine-men loose the pretended
dead man and bring him to life; and as he recovers, the
sick  person  is supposed  to recover too.2     A cure for a
tumour, based on the principle of homoeopathic magic, is pre-
scribed by Marcellus of Bordeaux, court physician to Theo-
dosius the First, in his curious work on medicine.    It is as
follows.    Take a root of vervain, cut it across, and hang
one end of it round the patient's neck, and the other in the
smoke of the fire.    As the vervain dries up in the smoke, so
the tumour will also dry up and disappear.    If the patient
should afterwards prove ungrateful to the good physician,
the man of skill can avenge himself very easily by throwing
the vervain into water; for as the root absorbs the moisture
once more, the tumour will return.8    The same sapient writer
recommends you, if you are troubled with pimples, to watch
for a falling star, and then instantly, while the star is still
shooting from the sky, to wipe the pimples with a cloth or
anything that comes to hand.    Just as the star falls from
the sky, so the pimples will fall from your body ; only you
must be very careful not to wipe them with your bare hand,
or the pimples will be transferred to it.4
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